
Seeking FEMA Assistance to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Consistent with the President’s National Emergency Declaration for the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic on March 13, 2020, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is urging local 
officials to take appropriate actions necessary to protect public health and safety pursuant to public 
health guidance, conditions and capabilities.  

Under emergency declaration, FEMA is authorized to reimburse local governments for costs associated 
with “emergency protective measures” in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. These emergency 
protective measures are defined in Category B of the Public Assistance Program of the Stafford Act. A 
summary of eligibility expenses follows: 

FEMA Public Assistance Program  

In accordance with section 502 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 
42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford Act”), eligible emergency protective measures taken to respond to 
the COVID-19 emergency at the direction or guidance of public health officials may be reimbursed under 
Category B of FEMA’s Public Assistance program. FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), to include the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), or other federal agencies.  

State, territorial, tribal, and local government entities and certain private non-profit organizations are 
eligible to apply for Public Assistance. FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent federal cost 
share. This assistance will require execution of a FEMA-State/Tribal/Territory Agreement, as 
appropriate, and execution of an applicable emergency plan. Local governments and other eligible PA 
applicants will apply through their respective state, tribal or territorial jurisdictions.  

What should local governments do? 

1. Immediately contact your State designated Public Assistance (PA) Representative. If you don’t 
know who your State PA Representative is, you can contact: 

a. Your State Emergency Management Agency (click here for a list of State Emergency 
Management Agencies); or 

b. The FEMA Regional Office that is responsible for coordinating FEMA assistance for your 
state. Click here for contact information for your FEMA Region. 

i. Region I: CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT 
ii. Region II: NJ, NY, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

iii. Region III: Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and the 
District of Columbia 

iv. Region IV: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Tennessee 

v. Region V: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin 
vi. Region VI: Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas 

vii. Region VII: Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska 
viii. Region VIII: Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 

Wyoming 

https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-management-agencies
https://www.fema.gov/fema-regional-contacts
https://www.fema.gov/region-i-ct-me-ma-nh-ri-vt
https://www.fema.gov/region-ii-nj-ny-pr-vi-0
https://www.fema.gov/region-iii-dc-de-md-pa-va-wv
https://www.fema.gov/region-iii-dc-de-md-pa-va-wv
https://www.fema.gov/region-iv-al-fl-ga-ky-ms-nc-sc-tn
https://www.fema.gov/region-iv-al-fl-ga-ky-ms-nc-sc-tn
https://www.fema.gov/region-v-il-in-mi-mn-oh-wi
https://www.fema.gov/region-vi-arkansas-louisiana-new-mexico-oklahoma-texas
https://www.fema.gov/region-vii-ia-ks-mo-ne
https://www.fema.gov/region-vii-ia-ks-mo-ne
https://www.fema.gov/region-vii-ia-ks-mo-ne


ix. Region IX: Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, American Samoa, Guam, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, and the Federated States of Micronesia 

x. Region X: Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington 
2. Work with the State PA Representative and the FEMA Public Assistance Coordinator (PAC) Crew 

Leader who will be assigned to you to determine if facilities, work, and costs meet Public 
Assistance Program eligibility criteria under the Presidential National Emergency Declaration.  

3. Work with the FEMA PAC to help guide you through the steps to obtaining funding.  
4. The FEMA PAC Crew Leader will advise you on eligibility issues, obtain specialists to assist with 

projects, and approve certain project costs. 

Eligible Assistance  

Under the COVID-19 Emergency Declaration described above, FEMA may provide assistance for 
emergency protective measures including, but not limited to, the following, if not funded by the HHS, 
CDC or other federal agency. While some activities listed may be eligible for funding through HHS or 
CDC, final reimbursement determinations will be coordinated by HHS and FEMA. FEMA will not 
duplicate any assistance provided by HHS or CDC:  

● Management, control and reduction of immediate threats to public health and safety: 
o Emergency Operation Center costs. 
o Training specific to the declared event. 
o Disinfection of eligible public facilities.  
o Technical assistance to state, tribal, territorial or local governments on emergency 

management and control of immediate threats to public health and safety  
● Emergency medical care: 

o Non-deferrable medical treatment of infected persons in a shelter or temporary medical 
facility. 

o Related medical facility services and supplies. 
o Temporary medical facilities and/or enhanced medical/hospital capacity (for treatment 

when existing facilities are reasonably forecasted to become overloaded in the near 
term and cannot accommodate the patient load or to quarantine potentially infected 
persons). 

o Use of specialized medical equipment. 
o Medical waste disposal. 
o Emergency medical transport.  

● Medical sheltering (e.g. when existing facilities are reasonably forecasted to become overloaded 
in the near future and cannot accommodate needs)  

o All sheltering must be conducted in accordance with standards or guidance approved by 
HHS/CDC and must be implemented in a manner that incorporates social distancing 
measures. 

o Non-congregate medical sheltering is subject to prior approval by FEMA and is limited to 
that which is reasonable and necessary to address the public health needs of the event, 
is pursuant to the direction of appropriate public health officials and does not extend 
beyond the duration of the Public Health Emergency. 

https://www.fema.gov/fema-region-ix-arizona-california-hawaii-nevada-pacific-islands
https://www.fema.gov/fema-region-ix-arizona-california-hawaii-nevada-pacific-islands
https://www.fema.gov/fema-region-ix-arizona-california-hawaii-nevada-pacific-islands
https://www.fema.gov/region-x-ak-id-or-wa


● Household pet sheltering and containment actions related to household pets in accordance with 
CDC guidelines. 

● Purchase and distribution of food, water, ice, medicine, and other consumable supplies, to 
include personal protective equipment and hazardous material suits. 

● Movement of supplies and persons. 
● Security and law enforcement. 
● Communications of general health and safety information to the public. 
● Search and rescue to locate and recover members of the population requiring assistance. 
● Reimbursement for state, tribe, territory and/or local government force account overtime costs. 

Further information about eligible emergency protective measures can be found in the Public Assistance 
Program and Policy Guide, FP 104-009-2 (April 2018).  

Congress and the Administration may approve additional reimbursements for expenses of other 
essential protective measures by passing supplemental appropriations bills or administrative actions.  

State Emergency Operations Center 

According to FEMA, all State’s Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs) are activated. State, territorial, 
tribal, and local government entities and certain private non-profit organizations are eligible to apply for 
Public Assistance under the emergency declaration. This assistance will require execution of a 
FEMA-State/Tribal/Territory Agreement, as appropriate, and execution of an applicable emergency plan. 
States, tribal and territorial governments do not need to request separate emergency declarations to 
receive FEMA assistance under this nationwide declaration. For states, FEMA Regional Administrators 
will coordinate with Governors to execute a FEMA-State Agreement in support of COVID-19 response 
activities.  

Local governments and other eligible public assistance applicants will need to apply through their 
respective state, tribal or territorial jurisdictions. Local officials should reach out to their state EOCs to 
provide an update on their needs and both current and anticipated activities. 

You can find additional information about working with your state led public assistance program here.  

FEMA recommends that local governments follow the guidelines for “Procurement Under Grants 
Conducted Under Exigent” or “Emergency Circumstances.” 

 

 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1558538652426-d4165531878c8c8795551d3a7665d03e/State-Led_PA_Guide_2-1-2019.pdf
https://www.cml.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/procurement_during_ee_circumstances_fact_sheet_508ab-(1).pdf
https://www.cml.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/procurement_during_ee_circumstances_fact_sheet_508ab-(1).pdf
https://www.nlc.org/sites/default/files/users/user52651/Procurement%20Under%20EE%20Circumstances%20Memo_signed.pdf

